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All Examiners are instructed that alternative correct answers and unexpected approaches in
candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the relevant knowledge and skills
demonstrated. Nonetheless, the content must be clearly related to and derived from the
passage.

Question 1
This question tests Reading Objectives R1–R3 (15 marks):
•
•
•

understand and collate explicit meanings
understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes
select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes.

AND Writing Objectives W1–W5 (5 marks):
•
•
•
•
•

articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined
order and present facts, ideas and opinions
understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary
use language and register appropriate to audience and context
make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences, punctuation
and spelling.

A senior officer asks Muller to give an account of his meeting with the criminal the previous
day. He asks Muller the following three questions only: Why did you take the reckless decision
to go alone to meet Sorensen? What was your physical and mental state before the meeting?
What happened in the next few minutes after the door opened?
Write the words of the interview.
Base your interview on what you have read in Passage A. Be careful to use your own words.
Write between 1½ and 2 sides, allowing for the size of your handwriting. Up to 15 marks are
available for the content of your answer, and up to 5 marks for the quality of your writing.
[20]
General notes on likely content
Candidates should select ideas from the passage and develop their own, supporting what they write
with details from the passage and judging the appropriate content and tone for a formal interview.
Bear in mind the difference between objective facts and literary descriptions in the passage, and that
the structure and language of the passage require modification.
Look for a clear and balanced response, well sequenced and in the candidate’s own words.
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Responses might use the following ideas:
A

Why did you take the reckless decision to go alone to meet Sorensen?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

B

What was your physical and mental state before the meeting?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

C

I didn't have time to get permission
I thought you wanted him caught
He's too dangerous to risk losing
Sorensen insisted I go alone
I knew he'd disappear if I took anyone with me
He trusts me because of our previous encounter
I know him and how he thinks
If was my fault we lost him ten years ago and I wanted to make amends
I didn't want anyone else to get hurt
I thought he'd give himself up quietly, since he arranged the meeting

I didn’t trust Sorensen but hoped he would behave calmly
I was on time and knew Sorensen was there
I felt vulnerable and knew he was watching me
I was afraid he might disappear again
I was taking my time approaching the house
I wasn’t sure what to expect and was apprehensive
I was aware that no one could come to my aid/remoteness of the place
I calmed myself down before leaving the van
I waited for Sorensen to make the first move

What happened in the next few minutes after the door opened?
This section must be answered with inference based on evidence; any interpretation grounded
in the passage can be accepted. The interview with the superior officer could be the
consequence of either a positive or negative outcome.
The sense of foreboding in the passage, references to the previous history between the detective
and the criminal, and the risk of going there alone suggest that the outcome was not a successful
one.
Alternatively, the fact that Sorensen had told the detective where he was and had arranged the
meeting could imply that this time he was ready to turn himself in and that the detective’s fears
were groundless. The possibilities are that:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sorensen was calm/in an excited state
Sorensen was armed and used his weapon, or surrendered it
Sorensen came out and gave himself up/there was a struggle
Sorensen spoke or the detective spoke
Sorensen ran for his car and got away/didn’t get away
Sorensen didn’t come out, because he had gone/never been there/it was somebody else
No one came out, so after a while detective went in and arrested Sorensen/discovered he
had left by the other door
The detective had been lured into a trap/others arrived; how did he escape?
The detective did/didn’t return to the police station with Sorensen in custody
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Marking Criteria for Question 1
A

CONTENT (EXTENDED TIER)
Use the following table to give a mark out of 15.

Band 1:
13–15

The response reveals a thorough reading of the passage. A wide range of ideas are
applied. There is sustained use of supporting detail, which is well integrated into the
response, contributing to a strong sense of purpose and approach. Developed ideas are
well related to the passage. Good use is made of the tense atmosphere and dangerous
situation. All three bullets are well covered. A consistent and convincing voice is used.

Band 2:
10–12

There is evidence of a competent reading of the passage. Some ideas are developed,
but the ability to sustain them may not be consistent. There is frequent supporting detail.
The response answers all three bullets, though perhaps not equally well. An appropriate
voice is used.

Band 3:
7–9

The passage has been read reasonably well, but the response may not reflect the
range or complexity of ideas in the original. There may be some mechanical use of the
passage. Supporting detail is used occasionally. Opportunities for development are
rarely taken and ideas are simply expressed. There is uneven focus on the bullets. The
voice is plain or lacks immediacy.

Band 4:
4–6

Some brief, straightforward reference to the passage is made. There is some evidence
of general understanding of the main ideas, although the response may be thin or in
places lack focus on the passage or the question. One of the bullets may not be
addressed. The voice is not sustained and/or appropriate.

Band 5:
1–3

The response is either very general, with little reference to the passage, or a
reproduction of sections of the original. Content is insubstantial, or there is little
realisation of the need to modify material from the passage.

Band 6:
0

There is little or no relevance to the question or to the passage.
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QUALITY OF WRITING: STRUCTURE AND ORDER, STYLE OF LANGUAGE (EXTENDED
TIER)
Use the following table to give a mark out of 5.

Band 1:
5

The language of the response has character and sounds convincing and consistently
appropriate. Ideas are firmly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting
language. Structure and sequence are sound throughout.

Band 2:
4

Language is mostly fluent and there is clarity of expression. There is a sufficient range of
vocabulary to express ideas with subtlety and precision, and to give an indication of the
personality of the character. The response is mainly well structured and well sequenced.

Band 3:
3

Language is clear and appropriate, but comparatively plain and/or factual, expressing
little opinion. Ideas are rarely extended, but explanations are adequate. Some sections
are quite well sequenced but there may be flaws in structure.

Band 4:
2

There may be some awkwardness of expression and some inconsistency of style.
Language is too limited to express shades of meaning. There is structural weakness and
there may be some copying from the passage.

Band 5:
1

There are problems of expression and structure. Language is weak and undeveloped.
There is little attempt to explain ideas. There may be frequent copying from the original.

Band 6:
0

Sentence structures and language are unclear and the response is difficult to follow.
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Question 2
This question tests Reading Objective R4 (10 marks):
•

understand how writers achieve effects.

Re-read the descriptions of:
(a) the landscape in paragraph 2, beginning ‘Then the rain stopped…’;
(b) the house and surroundings in paragraph 4, beginning ‘Muller got out…’.
Select words and phrases from these descriptions, and explain how the writer has created
effects by using this language.
[10]
General notes on likely content
This question is marked for the ability to select evocative or unusual words and for an understanding
of ways in which the language is effective. Expect responses to provide words that carry specific
meaning, including implications, additional to general and to ordinary vocabulary.
Mark for the overall quality of the response, not for the number of words or phrases chosen bearing in
mind that a range of choices is required to demonstrate an understanding of how language works,
and that these should include images. Do not take marks off for inaccurate statements; simply ignore
them. It is the quality of the analysis that attracts marks.
The following notes are a guide to what good responses might say about the selections. They can
make any sensible comment, but only credit those that are relevant to the correct meanings of the
words in the context and that have some validity. Alternative acceptable explanations should be
credited.
(a) the landscape in paragraph 2
The general effect is one of remoteness and hostility, as if the landscape and weather are against the
detective. The flat, dead and treacherous landscape is presented as if it is a painting, in muted
colours of grey and brown.
blurred: the rain on the windscreen has obscured his vision, and made the lansdscape look out of
focus, adding to his alienation.
flattened down: the power of the wind and rain is evident in the reduction of everything in the
landscape to the horizontal; this is a sustained image in the passage and suggests the difficulties for
humans/the detective in such an environment.
pale gleam on all sides: a threatening, enclosing, metallic effect; ‘pale’ is part of the
colourlessness/drabness.
dead country towns (image): stronger than ‘empty’ or ‘deserted’, ‘dead’ links with crime/murder.
weather worn, abandoned: suggests that people were driven from their homes by the hostile
climate.
deserted grass stretches: the impression is given of wide open spaces, with no habitation and
therefore no human presence to come to one’s aid; ‘deserted’ picks up on ‘abandoned’; ‘stretches’ is
a horizontal image and links to ‘flattened’, and to ‘line’ and ‘stripes’ later.
wide fallow fields: meaning bare, uncultivated; adds to idea of vastness and barrenness/bleakness
of location and atmosphere
wind-blown, gnarled (‘gnarled’ = image) trees: once again nature seems too fierce to be withstood
and the personification of the trees suggests human victims; ‘gnarled’ is associated with horror and
evil.
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a breeding ground for loneliness (image): image ironically depicts a place able to generate only
emptiness, nothingness; draws attention to detective being alone.
the end of the earth: suggests extent of isolation and being trapped; technically correct as land turns
into sea beyond the dike.
the woods drew a thin dark line (image): drawing image (recurring in paragraph 3 with ‘long pencil
stroke’) emphasises distance; woods personified as if landscape in control.
black stripes of earth: evokes wintry lack of vegetation; related to ‘strip’ and ‘stroke’ and adds to the
recurring imagery of the horizontal.
shining meadows: draws attention to the wetness/muddiness of the land and the gleaming metallic
effect already mentioned.
their blades rotating synchronously: there is something mechanically sinister about the turbines,
which uniformly obey the power of the wind and are indifferent to humans and their fate.
(b) the house and surroundings in paragraph 4
The overall impression could be that the house is a victim of the season and its owners/present
occupant; or that some aspects of its exterior contrast ironically with the general landscape and with
the dangerous situation.
looking forlorn (image): the ‘rainsoaked’ furniture is personified to evoke the pathos of
abandonment.
half hidden behind high elms: evokes a feeling of a secret hide-out in the woods, which the trees
are protecting against interlopers.
freshly painted: this is ironic in the context of the surroundings, and of the situation of being
occupied by a criminal, and forms a contrast with the grim and colourless description of the landscape
and terrace.
vivid red-yellow ochre: this surprisingly bright colour is in strong contrast to the landscape and the
sombre situation; it makes the house seem incongruously cheerful in the context.
near-withered hollyhocks in faded colours: in contrast to the garish house, the garden is losing
colour/dying and merging into the terrain around, intensifying the autumnal mood.
nostalgic dream of a peaceful country idyll: this phrase is in ironic contrast to the weather,
landscape and nature of the rendezvous.
muddy, rutted…narrow path: in paragraph 2 he got stuck in the ‘muddy tractor ruts’, so this
repetition and use of assonance stresses difficulty of the terrain, formed by a combination of the
dominant landscape elements of earth and water; reinforces dullness of colour palette; ‘narrow path’
through trees has connotations of someone vulnerable being led towards something dangerous.
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Marking Criteria for Question 2:
READING
Use the following table to give a mark out of 10.
Band 1:
9–10

Wide ranging discussion of language with some high quality comments that add
meaning and associations to words in both parts of the question, and demonstrate the
writer's reasons for using them. May give an overview of the paragraph’s combined
effect, or comment on language features additional to vocabulary. Tackles imagery
with some precision and imagination. There is clear evidence that the candidate
understands how language works.

Band 2:
7–8

Reference is made to a number of words and phrases, and explanations are given
and effects identified in both parts of the question. Images are recognised as such
and the response goes some way to explaining them. There is some evidence that
the candidate understands how language works.

Band 3:
5–6

A satisfactory attempt is made to identify appropriate words and phrases. Literary and
linguistic devices may be correctly identified in the context of the meanings of the
words. The response mostly gives only meanings of words and any attempt to
suggest effects is basic or very general. One half of the question may be better
answered than the other.

Band 4:
3–4

The response provides a mixture of appropriate choices and words that communicate
less well. The response may attempt to identify devices but not explain meanings.
Explanations may be few, general, slight and/or only partially effective. They may
repeat the language of the original or do not refer to specific words.

Band 5:
1–2

The choice of words is sparse or rarely relevant. Any comments are inappropriate and
the response is very thin.

Band 6:
0

The response does not relate to the question. Inappropriate words and phrases are
chosen or none are selected.
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Question 3
This question tests Reading Objectives R1–R3 (15 marks):
•
•
•

understand and collate explicit meanings
understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes
select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes.

AND Writing Objectives W1–W5 (5 marks):
•
•
•
•
•

articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined
order and present facts, ideas and opinions
understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary
use language and register appropriate to audience and context
make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences, punctuation
and spelling.

Summarise:
(a) how detectives are portrayed in fiction, as described in Passage B;
(b) the detective’s observations and feelings during his journey and on arrival, as described in
Passage A.
Use your own words as far as possible.
Write about 1 side in total, allowing for the size of your handwriting.
Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to 5 marks for the quality of
your writing.
[20]
A

CONTENT

Give 1 mark per point up to a maximum of 15.
(a) How detectives are portrayed in fiction (Passage B)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

wise/observant/logical/perceptive/intelligent
have experience/previous success/fame/are celebrated
have a strong personality
are eccentric + habits/tastes/interests
never first on the crime scene
ignore previous evidence
make extensive and exhaustive enquiries/interviews everyone (must be plural)
have a deputy figure
do not use technology/modern crime-detection methods
often rely on coincidence/confessions
are never afraid/are fearless/brave
are never killed
are always successful (do not accept often/usually)
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(b) The detective’s observations and feelings (Passage A)
14 racing against time/worry about delay/physical symptoms of stress
15 fear of getting lost or getting stuck/reaction to road conditions
16 adverse weather/wind and rain
17 anxiety/isolation in such an environment
17a negative visual features of the landscape (e.g. vast, flat, deserted, silent, colourless)
18 worry about criminal's past behaviour/elusiveness/possible escape
19 it was getting dark/approach of evening/dark or grey clouds
20 bird of prey a bad omen
21 panicked reaction to flock of birds (not just arm movement without reason)
22 he was aware of figure/exposed to the view from the window/felt vulnerable
22a description of exterior of house and its surroundings (e.g. garden furniture, Skoda)
23 fear/danger: didn’t know what to expect/had to steel himself/possible violence
Examiners should decide whether candidates have understood a point and have expressed it
sufficiently clearly for it to be rewarded. Be aware that there will be a variety of expression, and be
prepared to give the benefit of the doubt in borderline cases.
Note: The basic points are those in bold – the rest of each answer is to contextualise and to help you
judge whether the point has been understood.
Marking Criteria for Question 3
B

QUALITY OF WRITING: CONCISION, FOCUS AND WRITING IN OWN WORDS

Use the following table to give a mark out of 5.
Band 1:
5

Both parts of the summary are well focused on the passage and the question. All points are
expressed clearly, concisely and fluently, and in own words (where appropriate) throughout.

Band 2:
4

Most points are made clearly and concisely. Own words (where appropriate) are used
consistently. The summary is mostly focused but may have an inappropriate introduction or
conclusion.

Band 3:
3

There are some areas of concision. There may be occasional loss of focus or clarity. Own
words (where appropriate) are used for most of the summary. Responses may be list-like or
not well sequenced.

Band 4:
2

The summary is sometimes focused, but it may include comment, repetition, unnecessarily
long explanation or lifted phrases. It may exceed the permitted length.

Band 5:
1

The summary is unfocused, wordy or overlong. It may be answered in the wrong form (e.g.
narrative, commentary, or as notes). There may be frequent lifting of phrases and
sentences.

Band 6:
0

Excessive lifting; no focus; excessively long.

It is important that candidates follow the instruction about writing a side in total for the summary,
allowing for the size of the handwriting. The guidelines are as follows: large handwriting is
approximately five words per line, average handwriting is eight/nine words per line, and small
handwriting is eleven and more. Typed scripts consist of approximately 15 words per line.
Note:

A few candidates will copy the passage word for word or write in note form. These
candidates will be penalised.
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